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Winthrop from the original in New York. After Mr. Wright had 
gone from Connecticut, the portraits remained for some time unframed. 
When they were hung and labelled, the name of Haynes instead of 
Winthrop — by whose fault I do not know — was placed on the frame 
of this portrait, where, however, it did not long remain. Mr. Elliott 
found it there, and was not much to be blamed for his mistake. . . . 

I intended to communicate, before this, to your Historical Society 
the results of a fortnight's study of the Dukes County records. Part 
of my last summer's vacation was passed at Edgartown on the Vine- 
yard, where I copied from the Land Eecords some twelve or fourteen 
pages of Indian deeds, covenants, &c, recorded (by Thomas and Mat- 
thew Mayhew) between 1680 and 1702, in the Vineyard dialect. I 
knew that this dialect differed somewhat from that of the mainland, 
but I had not before had the opportunity of comparing the two. The 
instruments recorded appear to have been drawn by Indians, and the 
recorders — who understood the language well — followed the originals 
literally, so that it is not very easy to make good Indian of the record. 
I have been so busy this winter that I could not find time to write out 
translations of any of these instruments. As soon as I can do so, I 
will send you a specimen. Some English words transferred to the 
Indian — and conformed to Indian grammar — look curiously in the 
records. They substituted n for r (which they could not pronounce), 
and wrote " akinnew " for " acres," noddoo for " rods," and in one place 
two quarts of " nummoo " are mentioned as a consideration. 
Very respectfully and truly yours, 

J. Hammond Trumbull. 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Brookline, Mass. 

Mr. Waterston exhibited a manuscript letter of Sir Philip 
Francis, which he thought confirmed the position recently 
taken by Mr. Chabot and Mr. Twistleton, in their book on 
"The handwriting of Junius"; viz., that Francis must be 
regarded as Junius. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, April 11th, 
at 11 o'clock, a.m., at the room of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences in the Athenaeum Building, Beacon Street ; 
the President, the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read by the Recording 
Secretary. 

The Librarian read his monthly list of donors to the Li- 
brary. 
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The President spoke of the work which had been done by 
the different committees, in removing the treasures of the 
Society (its books, pictures, &c.) to safe depositories, prepara- 
tory to the restoration of the Society's Building, and of the 
progress which had been made in preparing the mortgage and 
lease of the Building agreeably to the statement laid before 
the Society at the last meeting. He said that the day pre- 
viously himself and the Treasurer had signed the leases to 
the City of Boston. 

He also spoke of a small volume of Epitaphs of " Distin- 
guished and Noted Characters in the Cemeteries and Churches 
of Saint Pancras, Middlesex," England, which he had received 
from the editor, Mr. Frederick Teague Cansick ; London, 1872. 

He also read a letter from Count de Circourt in which men- 
tion was made of Mr. Ticknor. The Count also spoke of the 
Prospectus of the " Codex Diplomaticus Cavensis," sent to 
the President some time ago, and expressed the hope that 
subscriptions had been obtained for the work. The President 
said that the Astor Library in New York, the Peabody Institute 
in Baltimore, and the Boston Public Library in Boston, had 
each subscribed for a copy of the work ; and he hoped that 
other institutions or individuals might be induced to add their 
names. 

A manuscript volume, being an account of Commencement 
exercises at Harvard College, from 1784 to 1864, inclusive, in 
the handwriting of the late Dr. Joseph Palmer, was presented 
by his widow, and the grateful acknowledgments of "the So- 
ciety ordered. 

The President now said that the proceedings of the annual 
meeting would be entered upon. 

The Annual Reports of the Standing Committee, the Libra- 
rian, the Cabinet-keeper, and the Treasurer, were severally pre- 
sented, and accepted. 

Mr. Mason testified to the correctness of the Treasurer's 
account on behalf of the Finance Committee. 

Report of the Standing Committee. 

The Standing Committee are happy in being able to inform 
the Society that the state of their financial matters is more 
hopeful than it was a year ago. They trust that a way is now 
opened out of the embarrassments which have given the Com- 
mittee and the Society so much anxiety since the last Annual 
Meeting. 

The expiration of the lease of the Savings Bank, and the 
impossibility of making any arrangement for the profitable oc- 
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cupation of the lower floor of our Building, deprived us of a 
very material part of our available income. This has com- 
pelled us to resort to loans for current expenses ; the particu- 
lars concerning which, together with all others relating to our 
finances, will be stated by the Treasurer in his Report. The 
Committee also felt obliged to dispense with the services of 
the Assistant Librarian, Mr. P. H. Hedge, Jr., as a part of a 
just and necessary economy. His duties, however, have been 
very satisfactorily performed by Mr. George Arnold, whose 
fidelity and industry in the discharge of the additional services 
which tlms fell upon him have merited our approbation. 

Tlie arrangement with the city authorities, of which the 
Society has been already advised, we may hope will in time 
put our money matters on a satisfactory footing. We are to 
furnish a fire-proof building, of which the city is to take a 
lease of the first two floors for fifteen years at a rent of nine 
thousand dollars, free of tax. We shall thus secure a fire- 
proof depository for our library and collections, and be relieved 
from the anxiety for their safety, inseparable from their late 
comparatively exposed position. The rent, together with the 
assessments, we expect will provide, with economy, for our 
necessary current expenses, besides paying the interest on the 
mortgage necessary to raise the funds for the cost of the new 
building, and which we hope to be able to extinguish gradually 
by a sinking fund. The Society will remember, however, that 
they will enter upon this new state of tilings burdened with a 
considerable floating debt, which we trust may be paid through 
the special liberality of members of the Society, so that we 
can begin our new life with no other incumbrance than the 
mortgage. The arrangement with the city was negotiated by 
a committee of the Society, who have given to it their experi- 
ence in affairs and much of their time. We are sure that the 
Society will most gratefully appreciate these important ser- 
vices. 

The Boston Athenaeum has kindly consented to take charge 
of our books, portraits, and other collections, which have been 
carefully removed and safely stored in that building. 

For the condition of the Library, and the additions that 
have been made to it, we refer the Society to the Report of 
the Librarian. We hope to be restored to our Rooms by the 
next New Year's day, and in the mean time we have hired con- 
venient rooms on the opposite side of Tremont Street, No. 41, 
for the holding of our monthly meetings and the transaction 
of our ordinary business. 

The expediency of applying to the Legislature for an alter- 
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ation in our Constitution, allowing an increase in the number 
of our Resident Members, has been the subject of considera- 
tion and discussion. The committee, to whom the subject was 
referred in a former year, have given the subject their atten- 
tion, but think it best to defer their report for the present. 
It is a matter on which a wide difference of opinion probably 
exists; and no action should be taken upon it, except after the 
fullest deliberation. It will be well therefore for the members 
to consider the subject in its various lights, so as to be pre- 
pared for an intelligent decision, should it come up at a future 
time for action. 

On the 15th of August the Society held a meeting of es- 
pecial interest, it being the hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of Sir Walter Scott, whom we had the honor to count 
among our Honorary Members. As a very full and accurate 
report appears in the published " Proceedings," it is unneces- 
sary to give any account here of what was said and done. We 
believe that few of the many meetings held that day in memory 
of the Magician of the North surpassed our own in the fitness 
of the words spoken or in the interest of the personal memo- 
rials — among them two original portraits, besides the Chant- 
rey bust — by which they were illustrated. 

The controversy which has existed between the Common- 
wealth and the Society touching the ownership of the Hutchin- 
son Papers is in a fair way to a satisfactory settlement. By 
mutual agreement, Professor Henry Adams, of Harvard Uni- 
versity, has been appointed umpire to decide the question 
which both parties had agreed to submit, according to the 
Report of our Committee to the Society in June last. 

We are happy to be able to state that the Society has lost no 
Resident Member by death during the past year, — an extraor- 
dinary felicity, considering our membership of one hundred, 
of whom a majority are past the middle term of life, while no 
small proportion have entered into the period of old age. We 
trust that our successors may be able to present to you as 
white a page a twelvemonth hence. Of our Corresponding 
and Honorary Members, we have to record the death of three. 
The four vacancies which existed at the beginning of the cur- 
rent year in our Resident Membership have been filled. At 
this moment, so far as our knowledge extends, the constitu- 
tional limit of our Resident Membership has been reached; 
and our list contains the precise number of one hundred names. 

All which is respectfully submitted by the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

Edmund Quincy, Chairman. 
28 
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Report of the Librarian. 

The Librarian has the honor to report the following acces- 
sions to the Library during the past year : — 

Books 494 

Pamphlets 2,007 

Bound volumes of newspapers 54 . 

Maps 30 

Plans : 4 

Broadsides 244 

Volumes of Manuscripts . 4 

Manuscripts 476 

3,313 



Of the books added, 426 have been given, 66 have been pro- 
cured by exchange, and 2 bought. Of the pamphlets added, 
1,924 have been gifts and 83 exchanges. Of the Society's 
publications, 36 volumes have been exchanged for other works, 
and 8 volumes have been received by exchange. It is reck- 
oned that there are now in the Library, including the Dowse 
collection and the files of bound newspapers and manu- 
scripts, 20,844 volumes. The number of pamphlets is nearly 
36,000. 

Mr. Lawrence has continued his gifts, having added, since 
the last annual meeting, 42 volumes and 83 pamphlets, relat- 
ing principally to the Great Rebellion. Mr. Whitmore and 
Mr. Denny have also given valuable books. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Samuel A. Green, Librarian. 

Apeil 11, 1872. 

Report of the Cabinet-keeper. 

The Cabinet-keeper reports that during the past year gifts 
to the Cabinet have been received from sixteen different per- 
sons, four of whom are members of the Society ; and that nine 
engravings have been added to it by exchange. 

Among the gifts most worthy of mention are a painting 
representing the " Old Feather Store " at the corner of North 
and Union Streets, Boston, from Mr. Whitmore ; a bust in 
plaster of the late William Jenks, D.D., from his grandson, 
Rev. Henry F. Jenks, and one of the late Judge John Davis, 
from Rev. William C. Gannett ; several leaves from an oak 
which grew from an acorn taken from a tree overshadowing 
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the tomb of Washington, and given to the Emperor Nicholas, 
of Russia, by Mr. George Sumner, — the gift of Admiral Pos- 
siet of the Russian Navy ; a framed sketcli of Boston made 
by Governor Thomas Pownall, given by Mrs. Samuel B. Bar- 
rell ; a portion of the casing of a window in the north-easterly 
corner of the church in Brattle Street, bearing the king's ar- 
row and the name of a British soldier, " C. Phillips," rudely 
carved during the occupation of the church by British troops 
in the Revolution, — the gift of Cyrus Wakefield, Esq., of 
Wakefield ; and a punch-bowl, still serviceable, formerly owned 
by Peter Edes, of Boston, in which punch was made for mem- 
bers of the tea-party on the night of the destruction of the tea 
in Boston Harbor in 1773. 

The Cabinet-keeper forbears to comment on the small num- 
ber of members who have thought proper during the past year 
to make the Society's Cabinet the depository of historical relics 
or curiosities, as the inadequate accommodation necessarily 
afforded of late for such gifts, during the unsettled state of 
the Society's plans, would seem to be reason enough for any 
lack of contributions ; but he ventures to express the hope, and, 
without presumption, the expectation, that, on the completion 
of the changes in the Society's building, and perhaps in antic- 
ipation thereof, members will make a special effort to bring 
into the Cabinet large additions to its treasures. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Henry G. Denny, Cabinet-keeper. 
Boston, April 11, 1872. 



Report of the Treasurer. 

The Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical Society pre- 
sents the Annual Report for the year ending April 1, 1872: — 

Cash on hand April 1, 1871 $1,138.94 

Received from all sources to April 1, 1872 8,386.37 

$9,520.31 

Cash paid during the year $8,932.82 

Cash in hand April 1, 1872 687.49 

$9,520.31 



The following statements show specifically the financial con- 
dition of the Society : — 
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GENERAL ACCOUNT FOB THE YEAR ENDING APRIL, 1872. 

DEBITS. 

Balance from account of 1871 $1,848.91 

Frederick H. Hedge, Jr., salary 900.00 

George Arnold, salary 999.96 

Incidental expenses 350.90 

City of Boston, Tax of 1871 720.70 

Betterment 200.00 

Printing 129.53 

Repairs 30.64 

Coal 34.75 

Books 18.00 

Appleton Fund 732.18 

Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 302.89 

PeabodyFund 1,113.75 

Dowse Fund 600.00 

Balance 862.66 

$8,844.87 



CREDITS. 

Suffolk Savings Institution, rent $875.00 

Coupons, Quincy & Palmyra Railroad 80.00 

„ Hannibal & St. Joseph „ 80.00 

Assessments and Subscriptions 1,129.00 

Admissions 40.00 

Sales of Society's Publications 635.65 

Sundries 3.25 

George Arnold, on note 199.93 

„ interest 23.12 

Balance on converting Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad note into a bond 6.67 

To the debit of the Dowse Fund, proportion of salaries and care of rooms 458.50 

Notes payable, borrowed of Merchants Bank 4,300.00 

Received on Coupons of $20,000 of Peabody Fund 1,113.75 

$8,844.87 



THE APPLETON FUND. 

This fund consisted of ten thousand dollars, presented to 
the Society, Nov. 18, 1854, by the executors of the will of the 
late Samuel Appleton, on the condition that its income be 
applied to the purchase, preservation, and publication of his- 
torical material. It was received from the executors in ten 
shares of manufacturing stocks. These stocks were sold 
in February and March, 1863 ; and the net proceeds, amount- 
ing to twelve thousand two hundred and three dollars, were 
invested in the real estate of the Society, according to the 
Declaration of Trust on file, and recorded in the Register of 
Deeds' office, book 827, p. 63. Volumes three to ten inclusive, 
of the Fourth Series of the Society's Collections, and the 
first volume of the Fifth Series, were printed from the income 
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of this fund ; and the strictly historical portions of the volumes 
of the Proceedings of the Society for 1862-63, and for 
1864-65. 

Account ending April, 1872. 

DEBITS. 

Printing balance of Vol. IX., 4th series Collections, viz. : 

John Wilson & Son, printing $690.82 

T. Y. Crowell, binding 94.30 

$785.12 

Printing Vol. X., 4th series Collections, viz. : 

John Wilson & Son, printing, &c $1,180.09 

T. Y. Crowell, binding 86.55 

C. A. Cutter, Index of ten vols 696.61 

1,863.25 

Printing, Vol. I., 5th series Collections, viz. : 

John Wilson & Son, printing $1,751.04 

W. H. Forbes & Co., engraving 298.00 

C. A. Cutter, Index 60.40 

T. Y. Crowell, binding 82.63 

2,192.07 

$4,840.44 

CREDITS. 

Balance last year $598.98 

One year's interest of the Fund 732.18 

Balance advanced to the Fund 3,509.28 

$4,840.44 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL TRUST-FUND. 

This fund was originally two thousand dollars, presented to 
the Society by Hon. David Sears, by an instrument dated Oct. 
15, 1855, and accepted Nov. 8, 1855. This provides that the 
income is to be added to the principal annually between July 
and January, to form a new investment ; but in any year be- 
fore such investment the Society may, by vote, expend the 
income for such purposes as may be required ; or it may, by 
vote, expend the accumulation of the income, in whole or in 
part, towards the purchase or improvement of the premises 
belonging to the Society ; " or in the purchase of works of art 
or desirable objects " : provided, that in no case whatever " the 
original trust-sum be encroached upon or diminished." By 
vote of the Society, the sum of five hundred dollars was paid 
July 5, 1859, from the accumulation, in aid of paying the debt 
incurred by the purchase of the estate which the Society owns. 
No other expenditure has been made from the accumulations 
of this fund. On the 26th of December, 1866, the principal 
was increased by a subscription by Hon. David Sears, and 
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Nathaniel Thayer, Esq., each of five hundred dollars, which 
makes the principal of the fund three thousand dollars, stand- 
ing on the Ledger as an obligation of the Society. The 
accumulation of income to Sept. 1, 1871, was 12,048.17, mak- 
ing the amount on which to cast the interest from Sept. 1, 
1870, $5,048.17. 

Account ending Sept. 1, 1871. 
DEBITS. 

Balance to new account $2,351.06 

$2,351.06 

CREDITS. 

Balance of old account $2,048.17 

Interest one year on $4,762.43, to Sept. 1, 1871 302.89 

$2,351.06 
THE PEABODY FUND. 

This fund was presented to the Society by George Peabody, 
in a letter dated Jan. 1, 1867, enclosing an order for $20,000 
in 10-40 Coupon Bonds, and providing that they or their pro- 
ceeds shall be held by the Society as a '< permanent trust-fund, 
of which the income shall be appropriated to the publication 
and illustration of their Proceedings and Memoirs, and the 
preservation of their Historical Portraits." This trust was 
accepted by a vote of the Society, Jan. 10, 1867. The Coupon 
Bonds have been exchanged for two United States 10-40 
Bonds of $10,000 each, registered in the name of the Society, 
dated Jan. 12, 1867, and numbered 9,904 and 9,905, with the 
interest payable in Boston. 

The Proceedings for 1866-67, 1867-69, and 1869-70, were 
printed from the income of this fund. Another volume is 
passing through the press. 

Account to April, 1872. 

DEBITS. 

Paid John Wilson & Son, printing Proceedings $237.41 

246.66 

T. Y. Crowell, binding 82.33 

Balance to new account 883.06 



$1,449.45 



CEEDITS. 



Balance of old account $335.70 

Proceeds of coupons of September 563.75 

„ „ March 650.00 

$1,449.45 
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THE DOWSE FUND. 

This fund, of ten thousand dollars, was presented to the 
Society, April, 1857, by the executors of the will of the late 
Thomas Dowse ; and it was invested in a note signed by 
Edward Hyde and 0. W. Watris, secured by mortgage on real 
estate. This note was paid on the 7th of April, 1863. The 
whole fund was then invested in the real estate of the Society, 
and it stands on the Ledger as an obligation of the Society. 
The income of this fund is included in the rent received from 
the Suffolk Savings Bank, and the expenditure is included in 
salaries paid to the Assistant Librarian and to Mr. Arnold, 
who are employed in the care of the Dowse Library. The ac- 
count on the ledger the last year is as follows : — 

Account to April, 1872, 

DEBITS. 

William H. Forbes, printing Library Cards $141.60 

Services of the Assistant Librarian and care of the Room 458.50 

$600.00 

CREDITS. 

By one year's interest on $10,000 $600.00 

$600.00 

Pursuant to a vote of the Society, a portion of the basement, 
and the entire first and second stories of its Building, with the 
exception of the stairway enclosed, has been leased to the City 
of Boston for the term of fifteen years at the rate of nine 
thousahd dollars yearly, in quarterly payments ; and the So- 
ciety have agreed to make such alterations as will render the 
Building fire-proof. The rent is to commence when the Rooms 
are ready for occupancy. 

In carrying out this agreement, the Building Committee 
have contracted with the following parties : with Thomas H. 
Whidden to do the mason-work for $43,975 ; and with Morton 
& Chesley to do the carpenter-work for $10,736 : total, $54,- 
711. The work to be executed according to the plans of 
Ryder & Harris, architects. To this are to be added the cost 
of heating apparatus, the architects' charges, and the expense 
of removing the Library. 

To provide for the payment of the alterations, the Society 
have authorized, a loan not exceeding $60,000. 

The General Library consists of 16,194 volumes and 36,000 
pamphlets, and the Dowse Library of 4,650 volumes. 
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The Society's publications consist of 41 volumes of Col- 
lections, 9 volumes of Proceedings, 2 volumes of Catalogues, 
and a volume of Lectures. About seven thousand volumes 
are for sale. They own the copyright and plates of the " Life 
of John Quincy Adams." I have no returns of sales of the 
latter the past year. 

To meet the drafts on the Treasury, I borrowed of the Mer- 
chants Bank on the two Bonds owned by the Society $1,800 ; 
and $2,500 on a note signed by me as Treasurer and indorsed 
by the President. 

The income of the Society consists of an annual assessment 
on each Resident Member of seven dollars ; the admission-fee 
of ten dollars ; the rent of the Society's building ; the sales 
of the publications of the Society ; the sales of the " Life of 
John Quincy Adams " ; the interest on the Peabody Fund and 
on two bonds of $1,000 each. 

The liberality of the members in subscribing sums from fifty 
dollars down, in lieu of the annual subscription, has enabled 
me to meet a portion of the demands on the Treasury. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Richard Frothingham, Treasurer. 



Report of the Auditing Committee. 

The undersigned who were appointed a committee to exam- 
ine the accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society for the year ending April 1, 1872, have compared 
the vouchers with the entries and find them correct, and the 
balances on the ledger as follows : — 



Appleton Fund $3,509.28 

Cash 687.49 



$4,096.77 



CREDITS. 



Massachusetts Historical Fund $2,351.06 

Peabody Fund 883.05 

General Account 862.66 

$4,096.77 



Robert M. Mason, for the Committee. 

Bostoh, April 10, 1872. 
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Mr. Lincoln, from the Nominating Committee, reported 
the following list of officers for the ensuing year, which was 
unanimously adopted by the Society : — 



President. 
Hon. ROBERT C. WINTHROP, LL.D Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, LL.D Boston. 

Hon. EMORY WASHBURN, LL.D Cambbidge. 

Recording Secretary. 
CHARLES DEANE, LL.D Cambbidge. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
Rev. CHANDLER ROBBINS, D.D Boston. 

Treasurer. 
Hon. RICHARD FROTHINGHAM, A.M Chablestown. 

Librarian. 
SAMUEL A. GREEN, M.D Boston. 

Cabinet-keeper. 
HENRY G. DENNY, A.M Boston. 

Standing Committee. 
EDMUND QUINCY, A.M. . Dedham. 



Hon. GEORGE S. HILLARD, LL.D. . . 
Rev. ROBERT C. WATERSTON, A.M. . 
Hon. NATHANIEL B. SHURTLEFF, M.D. 
AUGUSTUS T. PERKINS, LL.B. . . . 



Boston. 
Boston. 
Boston. 
Boston. 



Mr. Smith offered the following vote, which was unani- 
mously adopted : — 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Theo- 
dore Lyman, Esq., the Rev. George Punchard, and W. H. 
Whitmore, Esq., the retiring members of the Standing Com- 
mittee, for their valuable services. 

Full power was given to the Standing Committee to dis- 
pense with meetings of the Society, or change the time of any 
meeting during the summer months, or until the reconstruction 
of our building is completed. 

The By-Laws of the Society were referred to the Standing 
Committee to consider and report upon any alterations which 
they may think desirable to be made in them. 

Dr. Green made a report of the doings of the Committee 
on Moving the Library, which was accepted : — 

29 
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Report of the Committee on Moving. 

The Committee on Moving the Library have the honor to 
report that it has been successfully performed, at an expense 
of $599.62. So far as known, it has been done without loss 
or damage. The books, pictures, manuscripts, &c, have been 
carefully packed and placed in the Athenaeum. The furniture 
and Library fixtures have been stored in a building on Cam- 
bridge Street, and insured against fire. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Samuel A. Green, for the Committee. 

April 11, 1872. 

The President spoke of a letter recently received by the 
Recording Secretary from our associate, Mr. W. S. Appleton, 
now in Rome, but who expected to return home next summer. 

The President then read the following letters which passed 
between Governors James Bowdoin and Samuel Adams during 
the years 1775 and 1780. In., introducing them, as coming 
from his own family papers, he alluded to the fact that Bow- 
doin had been chosen, at the head of the Massachusetts mem- 
bers, as a Delegate to the Congress of Independence ; and that 
his illness alone, which was alluded to in the first of these 
letters, had prevented him from attending it. He added that 
he had peculiar satisfaction in reading these letters in the hall 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, which had 
been so kindly opened for us, as Bowdoin was the first Presi- 
dent of that Academy. 

Samuel Adams to James Bowdoin. 

Philadelphia. Nov. 16. 1775. 

Sir, — I embrace this opportunity of writing to you by your son, 
whose unexpected arrival from London the last week gave me much 
pleasure. He seems in a great degree to have recovered his health ; 
& I dare say it will be still more satisfactory to you to find, that he 
is warmly attached to the Rights of his Country & of mankind. Give 
me leave to congratulate you, & also to express to you the joy I feel 
on another occasion ; which is, that your own health is so far restored 
to you, as to enable you again, & at so important a crisis, to aid our 
Country with your council. For my own part, I had even buried you, 
though I had not forgot you. I thank God who had disappointed our 
fears ; & it is my ardent prayer that your health may be perfectly 
restored & your eminent usefulness long continued. 

We live, my Dear Sir, in an important age — an age in which we 
are called to struggle hard in support of the public Liberty. The con- 
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flict, I am satisfied, will the next spring be more severe than ever. 
The Petition of Congress has been treated with insolent contempt. I 
cannot conceive that there is any room to hope from the virtuous efforts 
of the people of Britain. They seem to be generally unprincipled 
and fitted for the yoke of arbitrary power. The opposition of the few 
is feeble and languid — while the Tyrant is flushed with expectations 
from his fleets & armies, & has, I am told, explicitly declared, that 
" Let the consequences be what they may, it is his unalterable deter- 
mination, to compel the colonists to absolute obedience." 

The plan of the British Court, as I was well informed the last win- 
ter, was, to take possession of New York, make themselves masters of 
Hudson's River & the Lakes, cut off all communication between the 
Northern & Southern Colonies, & employ the Canadians upon whom 
they greatly relied, in distressing the frontiers of New England. 
Providence has smiled upon our northern expedition. Already St. 
Johns is reduced, & if we gain the possession of all Canada this win- 
ter, of which there is a fair prospect, their design, so far as it respects 
this part of their plan, will be totally frustrated. 

I will not further trespass upon your time. If you can find leisure, 
. a letter from you will exceedingly oblige me, for you may believe me 
when I assure you that I am with the greatest esteem — 
Your Friend and very humble Servant, 

S. A. 

Hon. Mr. Bowdoin. 

James Bowdoin to Samuel Adams. 

Deo. 9. 1775. 
Sam^ Adams Esq? 

Sir, I had the pleasure of receiving your kind epistle by my son 
& thank you for your congratulations on a supposed recovery of my 
health ; but that blessing I fear is at a distance, having been extremely 
ill since D r Franklin's departure from us. Though at present better, 
I do not expect to be able to attend to public business for some time. 
I rejoice your health enables you to continue your vigorous exertions 
in the righteous cause of our distressed country. I understand by 
my son that from the present disposition of ministry there is little 
room to hope for an accommodation, that they are raising recruits in 
all parts of the kingdom, & collecting its whole force to bring us to 
subjection the ensuing year. Our salvation under God depends upon 
a spirited exertion on our part, & therefore all delicacy in our hostili- 
ties ought to be laid aside, for such kind of delicacy, in case Adminis- 
tration succeeds, will not prevent nor alleviate the effects of their 
vengeance. "We have already shewn too much of it, which instead of 
attributing it to the true cause — a desire on our part of a reconcili- 
ation & the keeping open a door for it — they have looked on as pro- 
ceeding wholly from pusillanimity, which they expected would end, if 
rigorous measures were taken with us, in an abject submission. But 
when we consider the noble & determined spirit which actuates the 
Colonies, the union which so remarkably cements them together, & the 
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favor of divine Providence in these & other instances of its operation, 
we are encouraged to hope that American Liberty is established on too 
firm a basis to be destroyed, & that it will triumph over the most en- 
venomed efforts for that purpose. The Independence of America will 
probably grow out of the present dispute. A willing dependence on 
Great Britain cannot easily be apprehended, as her injuries have been 
so many & grievous, & all confidence in her justice is lost : — to such 
a degree lost, that we should not know how to trust her, even if she 
were sincerely to offer equitable terms of accommodation. The peo- 
ple of Britain have greatly degenerated, & in particular have lost 
that love of their Country which used to distinguish them, & as it is 
impossible for one part of an Empire to be in a corrupt state without 
endangering the other, we, too, should in time lose, by a dependence 
on her, that glorious virtue which it is hoped characterizes the people 
of America ; the consequence of which might be that Britain would 
finally subvert our liberties. 

I perfectly agree with you, that we live in an important age ; in 
which from the increased illumination of the human mind> we might 
have expected an enlargement of the Empire of Liberty ; but luxury 
has taken so general a spread, has so far counteracted that illumination 
& destroyed the principle of virtue, that the ruling part of the nation, 
to support that luxury, have not disdained the ministerial bribe, but 
have in consideration of it bartered away their own & the national 
liberty, together with the liberty of America. This infamous bar- 
gain, so far as it refers to America, they expected would furnish them 
with a further & growing fund to serve the same vile purpose, & be- 
cause she would not by acquiescing confirm it, they are endeavoring to 
bring upon her all the evils of a civil war ; which, if successful on 
their part, will end in a forfeiture of our estates, liberty & lives, & pros- 
trate all of them to the mercy of those, whose tender mercies we have 
found to be cruelty. Such important consequences, if any thing can, 
must animate every virtuous American to apply all his powers to pre- 
vent the dreadful catastrophe from which those consequences will infal- 
libly flow. Individuals in their separate capacity can do but little. 
They look to that body, — I mean the Continental Congress, whose 
conduct most justly merits the highest applause, — they look to them 
as the actuating principle which gives vigour & regularity to the mo- 
tions of the several parts of the complicated political machine ; & they 
have the fullest confidence, that their most zealous endeavors will be 
exerted for its preservation, & for bringing to infamy & public justice 
the infatuated men who continue to labor so strenuously to destroy it. 

I congratulate you on the success of the American arms ; & hope it 
is 'a prelude to final success & victory. I beg you would present my 
best regards to D ■ Franklin, Mr. Lynch, Col? Harrison, & the Mass? 
Delegates ; & be assured that I am with real Friendship & Esteem, 
Dear Sir, 

Tour Ob? Hum bl6 Servant, (James Bowdoin.) 
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The Same to the Same. 

Boston, July 31, 1T80. 
SamV Adams EsqT at Phil? 

Sib, — I have rec? your letter accompanying one from the honour- 
able Mrs. Reed to Mrs. Bowdoin, whose answer is enclosed. Be so good 
as to send it to Mrs. Reed, and at the same time present my most 
respectful compliments to that patriotic lady. 

I thank you for the list of the ships with which Adm! Greaves 
arrived at New York. Those ships with 3 of 64 Guns, 1 of 50, 3 of 
44 and several Frigates which were before at New York, making in 
yf whole 16 or 17 sail have for 8 or 10 days past been cruizing off of 
Newport : with a view, as was supposed, of attacking that place when 
joined by the troops under Gen 1 . Clinton. By letters we have re- 
ceiv? from Gen! Heath and from yf French General we are informed 
that ten thousand were embarking at New York for that purpose ; and 
in consequence of their requisition the Council have ordered Godfrey's 
Brigade in y? County of Bristol and Six Regiments of Militia from 
other Counties to march immediately to Newport, and also all the 
three months men, that had not marched, and all that had marched, 
if they had not gone beyond the County of Worcester, to go to y? 
same place and there follow the orders of Gen! Heath for their further 
proceeding. The R? Isl? post, I am told, reports that y" Enemy 
were fortifying at y? east end of Long Island, and were collecting to- 
gether all the forage & cattle which are upon that Island : for what 
purpose is a matter of conjecture. I am in some concern for y? sec- 
ond division of the French Fleet bound to Newport, lest it should fall 
into yf hands of Enemy, whose ships display French colours. We 
have sent out 4 vessels to meet with that division, and sent letters of 
advise relative to yf station of the Enemy's squadron. (J. B.) 

Samuel Adams to James Bowdoin. 

Phila Aug. 22, 1780. 

My Dear Sir, — I have received your favor of the 31 s .* of July & 
forwarded the letter inclosed to Mrs. Reed who resides in the country. 

The Count de Rochambeau, in a letter to Congress, speaks very 
highly of the attention of the Government of Massachusetts, & of the 
appearance of the numerous Militia so seasonably forwarded when an 
attack was expected in Rhode Island. And the Minister of France, 
who on every occasion expresses his great regards for that state, men- 
tioned the same thing to its Delegates in the most flattering terms. It 
is a pity that a Militia, always ready to turn out with a view of doing 
essential service, should be disappointed. They were so full of ardor 
that the Count was under a necessity of urging their return to their 
necessary affairs at home, with the promise of their being again called 
for, when Gen! Washington should judge that the circumstances of 
affairs should require it. We are impatient for the arrival of the 2 1 ? 
division of the French Squadron, which we are informed by letters 
from Boston was spoke with near a month ago by a vessel bound to 
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Salem. The season is advancing fast, & our troops must daily con- 
sume provision the bare transportation of which is an immense cost. 
I perceive that the General Assembly stands further prorogued to the 
31" of this month. I am sorry that a state of our claim of terri- 
tory in the New Hampshire Grant has not yet been forwarded to 
Congress ; for although it is my wish as an individual that this un- 
comfortable dispute may subside till a more convenient season, yet I 
would not willingly be under the necessity of saying, when called upon 
after so long notice, that our state is not ready. It might have the 
appearance of a consciousness in ourselves, that our claim is not well 
founded. 

Our new Constitution* is much approved of by many gentlemen 
here. I understand it is soon to be in force. I do most earnestly pray 
that Heaven may direct the people to the choice of a wise man for 
their Governor, & incline him to accept of the trust. 

The post is just going, which obliges me to conclude. 
I am with very great respect, 

Your assured friend & Very hbl? Servt S. Adams. 

Hon. Mr. Bowdoin. 

Mr. Perkins called the attention of the members to the 
circumstance that an original portrait of General Warren by 
Copley, formerly the property of a grandson of the patriot, 
the late Mr. Alvord, of Massachusetts, was now in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Corcoran, the banker of Washington. He thought 
it might be purchased. He also read from a memorandum in 
his possession the prices originally charged by Copley for his 
portraits, — contrasting them with the prices which his works 
now command when offered for sale. 



MAT MEETING, 1872. 

A stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th instant, at 
11 o'clock, A.M. ; the President in the chair. 

The record of the previous meeting was read. 

The Librarian read his monthly list of donors to the Li- 
brary. 

M. Jules Marcou, of Cambridge, presented to the Cabinet a 
number of interesting and valuable medals (being original 
proof impressions), including those of Lafayette, Paul Jones, 

* The Constitution of Massachusetts is here alluded to — Bowdoin having been 
President of the Convention by which it was framed. — Eds. 



